lerrestrial treasures may be a bit thin on the
ground in Malaysia, but marine excavations

provide opportunities tor real collectors as we

museum curators, However,

as LUCIEM DE GUISE discovers, offs

exploration has never been plain sailing

Philip Chea, general
ransger of Menansance
Mhedakn Hoted, ansd
ceramios erhusisst

Sten Sjostrand -
FATing magnum lorcs

Thie 284 yelds L0ime
surprisingly largae
caramicy







mong Malaysia®s many tourist aliractions.

archaeological sites are hardly an irresistible

magnel. Whether on lind or at sen, thers is litle o
look a1, On land. there are oo Borobudurs or Angkors.
Cultural remains from the most benighted regions of sub-
Saharan Africa merit a mention on the UNESCO Warld
Heritage List. In Malawsin, it comes down to the natural
attractions of Gunung Mulu National Park and Kinabala
Park. Despite filing 1o win much recognition from the
Unitedd MNations, Kedah has Lembab Bupang, which s aboot
the elosest thing 1o o real archacological site that vou are
likely to find. For the past 50 pears little has happened o this
fascinating relic of Malaysia’s Himdu pasi, alihough i has

provesd 1o be a useful resoarce for courting conples,

If there is not much 1o marvel o, there is even less s
purchase, Amnvone who would like to own o bt of the nation’s
distani pasi is going to el up with a very small collection,
Everything found on land ends up in Malaysin’s impressive
network of museums, Some of these seem o have the same
=art af trouble locating their treasres as the Lowvee in Paris
when visitors try 1o find the lslamic basin in which French
kings wore onee bagtised.

The: anly hope for art lovers who woubd rather not peer
through a sheet of difly Perspex is to think maritime heriiage.
The man who has done the most o make Southenst Asin's
heritage available 1o Southeast Asians s Sten Sjostranel. This
expert in carge salvage is a compromize between the
swashbuckling end of the spectrom and the lifeless approach

Thai Celadon and underglaze painted wares from the
14th and 15th centuries

of the academic, With fingers missing from ane hand and the
rest of him looking like it haz been preserved in saline
solution, b makes Lara Crofi look very soft indeed. Unlike
the fictional tomb raiders, this one sticks ground after the
procecds have been divided and then writes mingrnphs,
usually in collaboration with the world's most celebrated
schalar of Seatheast Asian coramics, [ Rosannn Brown,
Mast commendable of all, Sten has managed 10 moke
fricnids with "-{nlu_'.'nian aflicialdam. The :rr~|nll':|||:!|.i|'| Ty
have begun in moddy waters bt it has recently resulted in
thee best show to be held ot Muziom Negamn for years, The
show, called Maritime .ln'hnu-qﬂug_\ Mala}hiu. runs unlil
ll'li‘ Hl'll:l ol l|‘1l.' jedar amel pj'u ea a vivied impn-:-m.irm d‘
the astonishing world of underwater discovery.

rank as the most meticulous labeller of
i artefacts over 1o have used an wipuatlung.

The 58-year-old former designer and
engineer of marine structures is also highly
apprecistive of the burcsueraey an which oliers
have foundered. “Maost profoundly, we wish 1o
thank the Malaysian Covernment for their suppon of









thase fram hall & millenmivm age, Among the hig suction-
lmise shocks from just over a year ago were (e results of the
Tek Sing omal Hawi An hoande, While the 1%h-century Tek Sing
raked in USS14.5 million, the 15th-16th century Hod An
roised less than USES million, with 60 percent onsold, Az
mary of the latber’s carge were unigque ilems of great historical
and artistic imponance, experts are still puzeled about why
thes Mo An sank while the Tek Sing soared.

Unilike the most famoes shipareck sales, Sten's companiy
Nanhui Marine Archacology Sdn Bl will pot be selling s
wares in Amsterdam, Stuttgart or any of the capitals of cargo
disposal. Nor will there be an awction aceompanied by a
sumpluous catalogue. Instesd, a catalogue of the Muzium
Negara exhibition will be available, and many of the cermies
that lave been recoversd will be sold — in Malaysia for omee,
“In bireaks my henrt g sell them,™ he savs. Sentimental though
Sten may be. its an expensive business. Collectors can buy
with confidence, a5 the provenance of these works is as
rigorously assured as the most serious archaealogical
discoveries in conjunction with the Malavsion authorities
wonlid s

As a lang-time collecton, Sten's homse in Sweden iz filled
with antigues in boxes, Lotz of them. “But they tell me
wothing. With these coramics, | kiow exactly which part of
thes l||1i||| they came from,™ le reports. Buyers ane nol only
assuresd of authenticity but also a moving disquisition on the
sulsject from the most passionate man in the business. @

Leaming abawe the antique district of the town, the Renatssance
Malaka Hotol - vanuss for the exhibitisn and sale by Hanhai Marine
Aachaealigy

Buying Time

Ston Sjostrand is & man with o message. Hes mission 1o bring the
ghory of o conmmics 10 0 wider audioncs should be achieved by
means of o natiorwwide rmad show this Jure and July, Kuantan,
Kiusching, Panar and Terenggar ane all on the finerary, but the
iyt of the Season will undoubledly be Malacca. Renassance
Mieskabn Hobs, the presmier hodel in th homa of Malsysian histony, i
1 Sppropriate venue for a senies of leclures, axhiitions, Appratas
ared sakes. The hotel has always been a keen supponer of artislic
heritags, and owners such as the Yoo family am among tha town's
miost committed antique coloctons.

The cpportunity 4o buy shipweck coamics 5o close 10 nome i rae.
Makscoa miy have tho greatest concentration of antique shops in
Maikaysia, but this mesans bfle in termes of regional artelacts. The
appeal of the exhibition at Renassance heiske Holel i that the
objects for sake wern nat mensly found on Malaysia’s doonsten: hey
iy wnll e basor huscting bome armywary. “Although a kol of ships
want theough the Siras of Malacca, not all of them survived ther
urney.” stabes Tha hotel's genenal manager, Philip Chee.

Wizt of wihl 5 being peesertod Dy Marhal Maring Archasaogy (8
frcam e Doesurss. Uil 50 many olher wracks, this one was [ed
with flgms that shod appeal 1o local tasies, Yiding (eapois wil
Ienrmapinbody strike & chord with modern tea drinkers, whits b and
whitey Cing-chynaesty tablownns ks Becoming B3 Sought Bher by sookty
Ihcestesses in Malaysia as it is in M Yor or London.

Frowm sarbor shipnwreck Camoss come numencds Thal celsdon fiems.
Thur basic concapt of thesa graanishy/bish wanss wil be famks 1o
Ay Pt of conompornany Inlenor-Jgesign §hops. The main
diffenonca i that while a production-ine ceiadon Dow! mada st year
gl cost Al 100, 8 B00-year-cid jarlet in ongnal
conation shouid coest half that price - Dut only whan
50k by Manhal Manna Archasoiodgy. Don'l expect any
orExque ceakr 10 (8 50 genercus, especelly notin
Matacca, For high-roling enthusiasts, thers will b
ceramics for sae up 1o AM3G.000. Authenbcity of
anything for sale i, of coursa, assuredl.

Marine Road Shows
June 14-16: Exhinition ond sale. Hyntt Regency,
Kuantan

June 28-30: Exhinition and sale. Fenaissance Melaka
Haotel
June B8 Lechen on 'G-'uh.lndﬂumh

Malacca®. 8.1 In mcietion, the public can
Mm-ﬁn wﬂw&mm

mumhmmm*:nqnm
commics T Aenassence Melaka Hatel

Jully 4.6: Exhibition and sale. Hiton Kuching

To be ammanged: Extibiton and sales in Fenang and
Terongganu




